ESSAYS ON THE G3TA

works with sacrifice as the only object, is the reply
of the divine Teacher. "By doing works otherwise
than for sacrifice, this world of men is in bondage to
works; for sacrifice practise works, 0 son of Kunti,
becoming free from all attachment." It is evident
that all works and not merely sacrifice and social duties
can be done in this spirit; any action may be done
either from the ego-sense narrow or enlarged or for the
sake of the Divine.  All being and all action of
Prakriti exist only for the sake of the Divine; from
that it proceeds, by that it endures, to that it is
directed. But so long as we are dominated by the
ego-sense we cannot perceive or act in the spirit of this
truth, but act for the satisfaction of the ego and in the
spirit of the ego, otherwise than for sacrifice. Egoism
is the knot of the bondage. By acting Godwards,
without any thought of ego, we loosen this knot and
finally arrive at freedom.

At first, however, the Gita takes up the Vedic
statement of the idea of sacrifice and phrases the law
of sacrifice in its current terms. This it does with a
definite object. We have seen that the quarrel between
renunciation and works has two forms, the opposition
of Sankhya and Yoga which is already in principle re-
conciled and the opposition of Vedism and Vendantism
which the Teacher has yet to reconcile. The first is a
larger statement of the opposition in which the idea of
works is general and wide. The Sankhya starts from
the notion of the divine status as that of the immutable
and inactive Purusha which each soul is in reality and
makes an opposition between inactivity of Purusha
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